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Leaders Engaged in Alzheimer’s Disease (LEAD) Strongly Urges the Subcommittees on Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations to Appropriate $150 Million for the Cures Acceleration Network Act
The Honorable Tom Harkin 


The Honorable Thad Cochran

Chairman




Ranking Member 

Subcommittee on Labor-HHS-Education 

Subcommittee on Labor-HHS-Education 

Committee on Appropriations 


Committee on Appropriations 

United States Senate 



United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 



Washington, DC 20510 
The Honorable David R. Obey 


The Honorable Todd Tiahrt 

Chairman 




Ranking Member 

Subcommittee on Labor-HHS-Education 

Subcommittee on Labor-HHS-Education 

Committee on Appropriations 


Committee on Appropriations

United States House of Representatives 

United States House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515 



Washington, DC 20515

July 14, 2010

Dear Chairmen Harkin, Ranking Member Cochran, Chairman Obey and Ranking Member Tiahrt:

We, the undersigned members of Leaders Engaged in Alzheimer’s Disease (LEAD), strongly urge you to appropriate $150 million—and no less than $50 million—for the Cures Acceleration Network (CAN) in both the Senate and House Labor-HHS-Education FY2011 appropriations bills.  LEAD is a network of more than thirty members and organizations dedicated to increasing awareness of Alzheimer’s disease and accelerating solutions to the Alzheimer’s disease crisis.  

The Cures Acceleration Network is an important component of the Affordable Care Act which is intended to speed the development of new treatments for serious and costly diseases such as Alzheimer’s disease.  CAN seeks to cut the time between discovery and development of drugs and therapies through new grant-making mechanisms at NIH.  It establishes CAN within the Office of the Director of NIH and authorizes grants expected to move discoveries from the laboratory into the next generation of therapies.  CAN will be overseen by a Board of 24 diverse members from several fields, including research, FDA, venture capital, and patient advocacy.  In addition, CAN will work with the FDA to coordinate approval requirements with the goal of expediting the development and approval of products.  
The undersigned organizations believe CAN is crucial to Alzheimer’s disease research efforts.  Currently, as many as 5.1 million Americans have Alzheimer's disease, and these numbers are projected to increase dramatically in the coming years due to increased life expectancy and the aging of the baby boom generation.  The National Institute on Aging indicates that the prevalence of Alzheimer's disease doubles every five years beyond age 65, so as our population ages, the disease affects a greater percentage of Americans.  The number of people age 65 and older will more than double between 2010 and 2050 to 88.5 million or 20 percent of the population; similarly, those 85 and older will increase three-fold, to 19 million. 
Thus, in the years to come, Alzheimer’s disease is expected to pose physical and emotional challenges for more and more families and other caregivers, as well as to those with the disease. In addition, the growing number of people with Alzheimer’s disease and the costs associated with the disease will put a heavy economic burden on society.  Medicaid and Medicare Alzheimer’s disease costs alone are expected to soar 400-600 percent respectively by 2050.
By supplying the critical missing piece to ensuring faster translation of valuable basic research into much-needed new drugs and therapies for patients, CAN promises to address both the great human cost of diseases like Alzheimer’s and the fiscal burden they currently place on government supported health care programs.  In light of the huge potential savings, we urge appropriation of $150 million for CAN in FY 2011; at a minimum, funding of $50 million is needed to make CAN a reality.  In addition, to enable CAN to be effective and work NIH-wide, it must be located in the office of the NIH Director with a budget of its own. 

 If you have any questions about our request, please contact Susan Peschin, Vice President of Public Policy for the Alzheimer’s Foundation of America at 202-466-0590 or email speschin@alzfdn.org or Cynthia Bens, Director, Public Policy for the Alliance for Aging Research at 202-293-2856 x116 or email cbens@agingresearch.org. 
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Alliance for Aging Research

Alzheimer’s Drug Discovery Foundation

Alzheimer’s Foundation of America

American Association of Homes and Services for the Aging (AAHSA)

American Life Sciences Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Coalition Against Major Diseases (CAMD)

Critical Path Institute

Direct Care Alliance
Eisai Inc.

Medivation, Inc.
National Alliance for Caregiving

USAgainstAlzheimer's
