MORE THAN 85 ORGANIZATIONS URGE CONGRESS TO INCLUDE THE MEDICARE ADULT DAY CARE SERVICES ACT IN HEALTH CARE REFORM
July 10, 2009

The Honorable Henry Waxman 

Chair, House Energy and Commerce Committee 

2204 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Joe Barton 

Ranking Member, House Energy and Commerce Committee 

2109 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Charles B. Rangel 

Chair, House Ways and Means Committee 

2354 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Dave Camp 

Ranking Member, House Ways and Means Committee 

341 Cannon House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515
Dear Chairmen Waxman and Rangel and Ranking Members Barton and Camp:
We, the undersigned organizations, support H.R. 3043, the Medicare Adult Day Services Act, sponsored by Representative Linda Sánchez, and we ask you to include it in health care reform legislation.

The Medicare Adult Day Care Services Act is a cost-effective way to add more choice to Medicare because it would pay adult day care providers 98% of the home health rate and give seniors the option to choose adult day care.  Adult day cares offers many services, including: medical care, rehabilitation therapies, dignified assistance with activities of daily living, nutrition therapy, health monitoring, social interaction, stimulating activities, and transportation, to seniors and people with disabilities at no extra cost to the Medicare Program.  The care given at adult day care facilities provides seniors, people with disabilities, and their family caregivers with more care hours and additional services that are critical to keeping patients healthier and in the home.  In addition, the social aspects of adult day care may offer some relief from the isolation and depression that often accompany chronic illness and disabilities.   

According to the National Family Caregivers Association, more than 50 million people provide care for a chronically ill, disabled or aged family member or friend during any given year.  Many family caregivers make direct, out-of-pocket expenditures to help support care recipients and often sacrifice their long-term financial and personal well-being to do so.  The AARP estimates that family caregivers provide an estimated $350 billion in uncompensated care annually.   
Caregiving also places a huge economic toll on the workplace.  According to the MetLife Mature Market Institute and the National Alliance for Caregiving, the total estimated cost to employers for full-time employees with caregiving responsibilities is $33.6 billion annually.  
Adult day care centers, which are located in every State in the United States and the District of Columbia, serve as an effective source of relief to family caregivers and provide quality health options to treat our Nation's elderly population, which is about to dramatically increase with the aging of the baby boomer generation.  A 2005 U.S. Census Bureau report on aging in the United States notes that the population age 65 and older in 2030 is expected to be twice as large as in 2000, growing from 35 million to 72 million and representing nearly 20 percent of the United States population at the latter date.
Providing Medicare beneficiaries the option of adult day care will help protect incomes for family caregivers and prevent losses to employers—all without adding to the cost of Medicare.  We urge you to include H.R. 3043 in health care reform.
If you have questions, please contact Susan Peschin, MHS, Vice President of Public Policy for the Alzheimer’s Foundation of America, at (202) 466-0590 or email speschin@alzfdn.org or Michael J. Amery, Esq., Legislative Counsel for the American Academy of Neurology Professional Association, at (202) 349-4299 or email mamery@aan.com. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

National Organizations

Alzheimer’s Foundation of America
American Academy of Neurology Professional Association
American Association of Homes and Services for the Aging
American Medical Women’s Association

Easter Seals

National Adult Day Services Association

National Council on Aging

National Family Caregivers Association

National Respite Coalition

NCCNHR: The National Consumer Voice for Quality Long-Term Care

PHI

Project Lifesaver International
State and Local Organizations
Alabama

Alzheimer’s of Central Alabama

Caring Days Adult Day Care and Caring Together Adult Wellness Center

Coalition for Alzheimer’s and Related Disorders of Northwest Alabama
Westminster Interfaith Caring Place

Arkansas

Arkansas Adult Day Services Association
The Caring Place of Magnolia

Arizona

Arizona Adult Day Services Association

California

All Saints Home Care and Referral Services

Alzheimer's Family Services Center (formerly Adult Day Services of Orange County)

California Association for Adult Day Services

Continuum Senior Care Management, Inc.

Humboldt Senior Resource Center

OPICA Adult Day Care
Colorado

Colorado Association of Homes and Services for the Aging

Connecticut

Alzheimer’s Resource Center of Connecticut, Inc.
Florida

Alzheimer’s Family Organization

Blessed Trinity Elder Care Center
Council on Aging

Dementia Caregiver Resources, Inc.

Easter Seals South Florida, Inc.

Florida Adult Day Care Association

Friends of Adult Day Services Corporation

Harris House Adult Daycare, Inc.

Hope Adult Day Services, Inc.
Osceola Council on Aging, Inc.

The Alzheimer's Project, Inc.

The Memory Center at Douglas Gardens, an affiliate of the Miami Jewish Home and Hospital

Georgia

Aging Services of Georgia

AiJalon Inc.

Hawaii

Hawaii Adult Day Association

Illinois

Family Alliance, Inc. 

Indiana

A New Day Adult Day Services
Alzheimer's & Dementia Services of Northern Indiana, Inc.

Indiana Association of Adult Day Services
Iowa

Cedar Rapids Milestones

Kansas

Kansas Adult Day Services Association

Louisiana

Louisiana Adult Day Association
Maine

Hospice of Southern Maine

Michigan

Cheryl B. Dworman, Inc., West Bloomfield

Pines Behavioral Health

The Side By Side Adult Day Program

Minnesota

Minnesota Adult Day Services Association

Missouri

Lutheran Family &Children's Services

Missouri Adult Day Services Association

New Hampshire

Adult Day Service Providers of New Hampshire

New Jersey

New Jersey Adult Day Services Association

SAGE Eldercare
The Zabota Foundation/Broadway Adult Medical Daycare

New York

Adult Day Health Care Council

Foremost Home Care
Herricks Alzheimer's Day Program
Park Slope Geriatric Day Center

Sid Jacobson Jewish Community Center
Nevada

BrightPath Adult Enrichment Center

Willow Creek Memory Care at Buffalo

North Carolina

North Carolina Adult Day Services Association

Ohio
Ohio Association of Adult Day Services
Oregon

Alzheimer’s Network of Oregon

Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Adult Day Services Association

Phoebe Berks Village and Health Care Center

Reformed Presbyterian Home
South Dakota

Day Break Adult Day Services
Tennessee

Sweetwater Home for Seniors
Texas

Adult Day Care Association of Texas

Adult Enrichment Center
Alzheimer's Alliance of Smith County

Austin Groups for the Elderly
Greater Austin CARES (A Collaboration of Dementia Respite Programs)

ThirdAge Services LLC

Vermont

Vermont Adult Day Services Association

Virginia

Lake Country Area Agency on Aging

Washington

Alzheimer Society of Washington

Washington Adult Day Services Association

Wisconsin

United Community Center

Wisconsin Adult Day Services Association

Wyoming

St. John's Institute for Cognitive Health

PAGE  
5

