More than 175 Organizations and Public Safety Agencies Urge the 

United States Senate Judiciary Committee to Reauthorize the 
Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert Program 

June 9, 2010
Dear Judiciary Committee Member:

We, the undersigned organizations, support the efforts of Chairman Patrick Leahy to reauthorize the “Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert Program” (H.R. 908) and expand the program to provide competitive grants to multiple organizations.
H.R. 908 would do the following:

1) Clarify that the Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert is an open, competitive grants program;

2) Change the Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert Program to a multi-grant program;

3) Direct administration of grants to the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA); and
4) Authorize appropriations for the program at $5 million/year through 2016.
The rationale for our requests is outlined below.

Background on the Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert Program

The Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (P.L. 103-322) authorized discretionary grant funding through the U.S. Department of Justice to establish a “Missing Alzheimer's Disease Patient Alert Program.”  The authorizing statute does not direct funding to a particular organization, but rather, provides for an application process under the authority of the Attorney General.  The law states that funding may be awarded only to “a national voluntary organization that has a direct link to patients, and families of patients, with Alzheimer's disease and related dementias.”  In practice, this was not the case since the grant was awarded to the same organization until 2009.  
Recent Initiatives to Improve Patient Protections
In 1994 the grant program funded ID bracelets, which was the only methodology available at the time and were used to help with identification of missing persons. Today there are several national locator programs available, most of them technology-based using radio transmitters or GPS systems to actually locate—as opposed to simply identify—lost persons with dementia.  For example, the undersigned have partnered with a national non-profit organization called Project Lifesaver International, www.projectlifesaver.org, which places personalized radio transmitters on the wrist or ankle of identified persons.   These transmitters are waterproof and cannot be removed.  Average search and rescue time is less than 30 minutes for the more than 2,125 recoveries accomplished since Project Lifesaver’s inception.  Project Lifesaver International was established in April 1999 as an initiative of the 43rd Search and Rescue Company of the Chesapeake Sheriff’s office.  It is available through 1,128 agencies (Law Enforcement, Fire, Emergency Services and more) in 45 states, the District of Columbia, Australia and Canada.

During consideration of the FY’09 and FY’10 CJS Appropriations bills, the Chairs of the CJS Appropriations subcommittee in the Senate and House added language to clarify that the Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert program should be open, competitive and multi-grant.  We were extremely grateful for the Chairs’ efforts, and we have requested that similar clarifying language be included in the FY’11 CJS Appropriations legislation.  In addition, we request that the program be kept at the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) (the program had previously been housed under OJJDP even though it has nothing to do with juveniles).  The program is best administered under the BJA, which oversees many competitive grants for programs that serve adults.  
Your Help is Needed to Strengthen the Program
An estimated 2.4 to 5.1 million Americans have Alzheimer's disease.  One in eight Americans aged 65 and older and nearly half of Americans aged 85 and older suffer from this disorder.  Sixty percent of Alzheimer's patients are likely to wander from their homes.  Wanderers are vulnerable to dehydration, adverse weather conditions, traffic hazards, and individuals who prey on those who are defenseless.  Up to 50 percent of wandering Alzheimer's patients will become seriously injured or die if they are not found within 24 hours of their departure. 

The undersigned organizations applaud your efforts to address this problem and help locate missing persons with Alzheimer’s disease and related illnesses.  To that end, we urge you to ensure that the Missing Alzheimer's Disease Patient Alert Program is reauthorized and allows for an open and competitive grants process.  This valuable program has the potential to protect the safety of many more Americans affected by Alzheimer’s disease and provide priceless peace-of-mind to their families.  Families across the country are counting on your support for this important program.
If you have any questions about our request, please contact Susan Peschin, Vice President of Public Policy for the Alzheimer’s Foundation of America at 202-466-0590 or email speschin@alzfdn.org.

Thank you for your consideration.

National Organizations:
Alzheimer’s Foundation of America
Pilot International
Project Lifesaver International
Public Safety Agencies and Local Organizations:
Alabama

Alzheimer’s of Central Alabama

Caring Days Adult Day Care
DeKalb County Sheriff’s Office
Escambia County Sheriff's Department 

Lanett Police Department

St. Clair County Alabama Sheriff’s Office

Valley Police Department

Tuscaloosa County Sheriff’s Office
Alaska

Alzheimer's Resource of Alaska 

Anchorage Police Department Auxiliary Search Team 

Arizona

Marana Police Department Marana, Ariz.

Arkansas

Alzheimer's Arkansas Programs and Services 

Garland County Sheriff’s Department
Project Lifesaver of Benton County 

Saline County SAR (Search and Rescue)

Sebastian County Emergency Management

The Caring Place of Magnolia
California

The Exeter Police Department Operation Home Safe/ Project Lifesaver program
Humboldt Senior Resource Center, Inc., Eureka, CA
Mariposa County Sheriff Search and Rescue Team

Monrovia Police Department
Napa Valley Hospice and Adult Day Services

Orange County Care Connection Outreach

Palms Springs Police Department
Porterville Adult Day Services
Premier Accounting Solutions

Redeemer Adult Respite Care

San Luis Obispo County Sheriff's Department 

San Luis Obispo Search & Rescue team

Senior Concerns, Ventura County

Shasta County Sheriff’s Office

Florida

Alvin A. Dubin Alzheimer's Resource Center (Lee County, Florida)

Alzheimer’s Family Organization

Alzheimer Resource Center

Center for Memory Disorders, Inc.

Crestview Fire Department
Dementia Caregiver Resources, Inc.

Florida Sheriff’s Association

Hope Adult Day Services, Inc.

Leon County Sheriff’s Office

Okaloosa County EMS

Georgia

Bryan County Sheriff's Department 

Bulloch County Sheriff’s Office

Franklin County Sheriff's Office

Project Lifesaver Pilot Club of Warner, GA

Rockdale County Sheriff's Office
Oconee Sheriff’s Office
Pilot Club of Statesboro, Georgia

Hawaii

Hawaii Fire Department
Illinois

Crawford County Sheriff’s Office

Illinois Adult Day Services Association

Macon County Sheriff’s Office

Moline Police Department

Quincy Police Department

Indiana

Alzheimer's & Dementia Services of Northern Indiana, Inc. 

Crown Point Fire Rescue

Grant County Sheriff’s Department

Indianapolis Project Lifesaver

Lawrence Township Fire Department

Hamilton County Sheriff Office – (Project Lifesaver of Hamilton County)

Johnson County Project Lifesaver
Iowa

Northwest Aging Association

Scott County Sheriff’s Office
Kentucky

Estill County Fire Department

Franklin County Sheriff’s Office

Hancock County Rescue Squad

Mason County Sheriff’s Office

Nicholasville Police Department

Maryland

Friends Club

Howard County Police Department

Howard County Sheriff’s Office

Many Individuals Helping Individuals Inc.

MiHi of Washington County

Washington County Commission on Aging

Massachusetts

Norfolk County Sheriff’s Office

Rehabilitative Resources, Inc.

Salem Massachusetts Police Department
Westminster Police Department

Michigan

Berrien County Sheriff’s Office  
Charlevoix County Sheriff’s Office

Cheryl B. Dworman, Inc.

Marquette Adult Day Services

Shiawassee County Sheriff’s Office

Minnesota

Cook County Sheriff's Office 
New Brighton Department of Public Safety

Houston County Sheriff’s Office

Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office
Mississippi

Alzheimer’s Foundation of the South, Gulfport, Mississippi

Missouri

Greene County Sheriff's Office

Lutheran Family & Children’s Services

Western Taney County Fire District
Nevada

Lander County Sheriff’s Office

New Jersey

Atlantic County Sheriff’s Office

Berkeley Township Police Department

Cape May County Sheriff’s Office

Hunterdon County Sheriff’s Office
Monmouth County New Jersey Office on Aging, Disabilities and Veterans' Interment

Morris County Sheriff's Office

Sheriffs Association of New Jersey
Visiting Homemaker Service of Hudson County, Inc.
New York

Alzheimer’s Foundation of Staten Island, Inc.

Herricks Alzheimer's Day Program

Jones Manor On The Sound

Onondaga County Sheriff's Office

Sid Jacobson Jewish Community Center

Suffolk County Sheriff's Office

North Carolina

Catawba County Sheriff’s Office

Macon County Sheriff’s Office

Orange County Sheriff’s Office
Union County Sheriff's Office

Ohio

Brunswick Hills Police Dept

Defiance County Sheriff’s Office

Licking County Sheriff's Office

Miami County Sheriff’s Office
Ross County Sheriff’s Office
Union County Sheriff’s Office

Visiting Angels of Lorain County
Washington County Sheriff’s Office
Oregon

Yamhill County Sheriff’s Office

Pennsylvania

Allentown/Lehigh County TRIAD

Asbury Place: A Subsidiary of the United Methodist Services for Aging
Sheriff Nick Hoke, Crawford County

South Williamsport Police/Lycoming County Project Lifesaver
The Communities at Indian Haven

South Carolina

Charleston County Sheriff's Office 

Horry County Public Safety Division
Oconee County Sheriff’s Office

Sumter County Sheriff’s Office
Tennessee

Chief Wade, Bristol Police Department

FiftyForward Music for Seniors

Texas

Brenham Pilot Club Project Lifesaver

Productive Aging Resources, Dallas, TX
Senior Adult Services (Carrollton, Farmers Branch, Addison and Coppell)

ThirdAge Services LLC

“Gathering” and “New Connections” programs at Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church, Austin, TX

Gregg County Project Lifesaver

Utah

Sevier County Sheriff’s Office

Vermont

Bennington County Sheriff’s Office

Rutland County Sheriff's Office
Washington County Sheriff’s Department 
Virginia

43rd Search and Rescue, Chesapeake

Chesapeake Sheriff’s Office
Fairfax County Sheriff’s Office
Giles County Sheriff’s Office

Isle of Wight Sheriff’s Office
Lee County Sheriff’s Office

Lunenburg County Sheriff’s Office

Lynchburg Sheriff’s Office

Martinsville County Sheriff’s Office

Nelson County Sheriff’s Office

Newport News Sheriff's Office
Norfolk Sheriff’s Office
Orange County Project Lifesaver Program

Petersburg TRIAD and Project Lifesaver

Petersburg Sheriff’s Office
Portsmouth Police Department

Radford Fire Department

Suffolk Fire and Rescue

TRIAD under the Auspices of Orange County Sheriff's Office

Virginia Beach Police Department
Virginia Sheriffs' Association

Washington

Alzheimer Society of Washington

Clallam County Sheriff’s Office

City of Alexandria Sheriff's Office

Lincoln County Sheriff's Office

West Virginia

Doddridge County OES 

Mid-Ohio Valley RSVP Volunteers

West Virginia Sheriff’s Association

Wood County Sheriff’s Office 
Wisconsin

St. Croix County Sheriff’s Department

Waushara County EMS

Wyoming

Alzheimer's Wyoming

Natrona County Emergency Management
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