More than 85 Organizations and Public Safety Agencies Urge the 

U.S. House of Representatives to Reauthorize the 
Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert Program 

February 6, 2009
Dear Representative:

We, the undersigned organizations, are pleased to endorse H.R. 908, a bill to reauthorize the “Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert Program” and expand the program to provide competitive grants to multiple organizations, sponsored by Representative Maxine Waters (D-CA) and we ask for your vote in support of it.  We understand that the House intends to consider this legislation very soon.
In addition to reauthorizing the “Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert Program,” this legislation clarifies that the program is not an earmark, but an open, competitive grants program; changes the program from a single grant to a multi-grant program; and transfers administration of the program from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) to the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA).

The crime legislation enacted in 1994 authorized discretionary grant funding through the U.S. Department of Justice to establish a “Missing Alzheimer's Disease Patient Alert Program.”  The authorizing statute does not direct funding to a particular organization, but rather, provides for an application process under the authority of the Attorney General.  The law states that funding may only be awarded to “a national voluntary organization that has a direct link to patients, and families of patients, with Alzheimer's disease and related dementias.”  The Attorney General is given broad discretion to determine the application process and required information, but applicants must submit “at a minimum, an assurance that the organization will obtain and use assistance from private nonprofit organizations to support the program.”  

While the language in the statute implies a competitive program, the Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert Program has effectively been an earmark for the Alzheimer’s Association since its authorization, according to OJJDP.  For Fiscal Year 2008, the appropriation was $940,000, earmarked to the Alzheimer’s Association for its Safe Return Medic Alert ID bracelet program.  OJJDP had never altered its practice of earmarking the funding because Congress has not provided any change in direction.  In FY 2009, report language was added to the CJS Appropriations bill to clarify that the program is not an earmark, but that legislation is still pending.
When the Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert Program was originally authorized, there were no other national programs in place designed to help locate missing persons with dementia.  Today there are several national locator programs available, most of them technology-based using radio transmitters or GPS systems to actually locate—as opposed to simply identify—lost persons with dementia.

For example, the undersigned have partnered with a national non-profit organization called Project Lifesaver International, www.projectlifesaver.org, which places personalized radio transmitters on the wrist or ankle of identified persons.   These transmitters are waterproof and cannot be removed.  Average search and rescue time on more than 1,850 recoveries in less than 30 minutes.  Project Lifesaver International was established in April 1999 as an initiative of the 43rd Search and Rescue Company of the Chesapeake Sheriff’s office.  It is available in 915 agencies (Law enforcement, Fire, Emergency Services and more) in 45 states, the District of Columbia and Canada.

Programs such as Project Lifesaver International currently cannot apply for a grant under the Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert program.  H.R. 908 would make the program competitive and multi-grant, which would allow for technology-based search and rescue programs to compete for funding.  Last, H.R. 908 would shift the program from OJJDP to the Bureau of Justice Assistance.  Currently, the program has been housed under OJJDP even though it has nothing to do with juveniles.  When the Safe Rerun program originally began it shared a now-outdated locator database used by OJJDP, so the program ended up being housed there.  However, the program would be better administered under the Bureau of Justice Assistance, which oversees many competitive grants for programs that serve adults.  

The undersigned organizations applaud your efforts to help locate missing persons with Alzheimer’s disease and related illnesses.  An estimated 2.4 to 4.5 million Americans have Alzheimer's disease, according to the National Institute on Aging.  One in 10 Americans 65 years and older and nearly half of Americans 85 years and older suffer from this disorder.  Sixty percent of Alzheimer's patients are likely to wander from their homes.  Wanderers are vulnerable to dehydration, weather conditions, traffic hazards, and individuals who prey on those who are defenseless.  Up to 50 percent of wandering Alzheimer's patients will become seriously injured or die if they are not found within 24 hours of their departure. 

Therefore, we urge you vote for H.R. 908 to reauthorize the Missing Alzheimer's Disease Patient Alert Program with the intent to expand the program and promote the use of technology-based options and allow for an open and competitive grants process.  This valuable program has the potential to protect the safety of many more Americans affected by Alzheimer’s disease and provide priceless peace-of-mind to their families.  Families across the country are counting on your support for this important program

If you have any questions about our request, please contact Susan Peschin, vice president of public policy for the Alzheimer’s Foundation of America, at 202-466-0590 or email speschin@alzfdn.org.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,  

National Organizations:

Alzheimer’s Foundation of America

Pilot International
Project Lifesaver International
Public Safety Agencies and Local Organizations:

Alabama

Escambia County Sheriff's Department 

Lanett Police Department

St. Clair County Alabama Sheriff’s Office

Valley Police Department

Tuscaloosa County Sheriff’s Office
Alaska

Anchorage Police Department Search Team 

Arizona

Marana Police Department Marana, Ariz.

Arkansas

Garland County Sheriff’s Department
Saline County SAR (Search and Rescue)
California

The Exeter Police Department Operation Home Safe/ Project Lifesaver program
Mariposa County Sheriff Search and Rescue Team

Monrovia Police Department

Porterville Adult Day Services

Shasta County Sheriff’s Office

Florida

Crestview Fire Department

Florida Sheriff’s Association

Okaloosa County EMS

Georgia

Franklin County Sheriff's Office

Project Lifesaver Pilot Club of Warner, GA

Rockdale County Sheriff's Office
Oconee Sheriff’s Office
Hawaii

Hawaii Fire Department

Illinois

Crawford County Sheriff’s Office
Macon County Sheriff’s Office

Indiana

Grant County Sheriff’s Dept.

Indianapolis Project Lifesaver

Iowa

Northwest Aging Association Spencer Iowa

Scott County Sheriff’s Office
Kentucky

Estill County Fire Department

Franklin County Sheriff’s Office

Hancock County Rescue Squad

Mason County Sheriff’s Office

Nicholasville Police Department

Maryland

Howard County Police Department

Howard County Sheriff’s Office

Michigan

Berrien County Sheriff’s Office  

Missouri

Western Taney County Fire District
Minnesota

Cook County Sheriff's Office 

New Brighton Department of Public Safety

Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office

Nevada

Lander County Sheriff’s Office

New Jersey

Atlantic County Sheriff’s Office

Cape May County Sheriff’s Office

Sheriff Deborah Trout of Hunterdon County, New Jersey, and all her Officers

Sheriffs Association of New Jersey
Morris County Sheriff's Office
New York

Onondaga County Sheriff's Office

Suffolk County Sheriff's Office

North Carolina

Catawba County Sheriff’s Office
Ohio

Defiance County Sheriff’s Office

Licking County Sheriff's Office

Miami County Sheriff’s Office

Ross County Sheriff’s Office

Union County Sheriff’s Office

Washington County Sheriff’s Office

Pennsylvania

South Williamsport Police/Lycoming County Project Lifesaver

Sheriff Nick Hoke, Crawford County

South Carolina

Charleston County Sheriff's Office 

Horry County Public Safety Division
Tennessee

Chief Wade, Bristol Police Department

Utah

Sevier County Sheriff’s Office

Vermont

Bennington County Sheriff’s Office

Rutland County Sheriff's Office
Washington County Sheriff’s Department 
Virginia

43rd Search and Rescue, Chesapeake

Chesapeake Sheriff’s Office
Fairfax County Sheriff’s Office

Isle of Wight Sheriff’s Office

Lee County Sheriff’s Office

Lynchburg Sheriff’s Office

Martinsville County Sheriff’s Office

Nelson County Sheriff’s Office

Newport News Sheriff's Office

Petersburg TRIAD and Project Lifesaver

Petersburg Sheriff’s Office

Portsmouth Police Department

Radford Fire Department

TRIAD under the Auspices of Orange County Sheriff's Office
Virginia Beach Police

Virginia Sheriffs' Association

Washington

Lincoln County Sheriff's Office

West Virginia

West Virginia Sheriff’s Association

Wood County, WV Project Lifesaver 

Wisconsin

Waushara County EMS
2

